
ACEC Illinois at the Table for I-290/Blue Line Discussions

ACEC Illinois joined FTA Administrator Nuria Fernandez, IDOT
Secretary Omer Osman, CTA President Dorval Carter, Senate
President Don Harmon and representatives from the
Governor’s Office, USDOT, CDOT, Senator Durbin and
Senator Duckworth’s Office along with other organizations to
view site work and discuss further the I-290 Blue Line
Modernization Project.

During the meeting, ACEC IL President and CEO Kevin Artl
outlined the transformative impact the project would have

over the entire region in addition to the generational impact the program would have on
the engineering industry in Illinois.

ACEC Illinois has submitted letters in support of IDOT efforts to secure Federal funds, including
their PROTECT application for the I-290 Maywood Flood Relief Project and the IDOT/CTA
Mega application for the I-290 Blue Line Multimodal Corridor Program.

Read the IDOT 290 Briefing papers:

I-290 Blue Line Modernization Project Summary
I-290 Blue Line Modernization Project Deck
Investing in the Corridor

Davis Bacon Updates
Here are the latest updates and information on DOL Davis
Bacon ruling.

ACEC Webinar with Attorney Andy Martone on what the
DOL Ruling means

The Impact of the New Davis Bacon Rule
 
The Impact of the New Davis Bacon Rule Part 2
 

https://files.constantcontact.com/464f776d401/b9dc3b65-e4b4-4069-9c0a-d9d48437dee2.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/464f776d401/a5f11043-e4a5-48b6-9674-ecd97b3a3d75.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/464f776d401/142ca782-c058-4421-9c4f-d009e5d164b5.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eHBF6Xvi2qc
https://youtu.be/eHBF6Xvi2qc
https://files.constantcontact.com/464f776d401/2923b13b-3e0e-4b90-aec2-bd225ab22301.docx
https://files.constantcontact.com/464f776d401/438748d2-2271-4274-b957-750ed3d03f82.docx
https://www.holmesmurphy.com/
https://youtu.be/4bUK0T1Gmrg
https://www.aceclifehealthtrust.com/get-a-quote
http://www.acecrt.com/
https://vimeo.com/672523363


The Impact of the New Davis Bacon Rule Part 3
 
Impact of revised Davis Bacon regulations on survey workers

Research Institute’s Q3 Sentiment Study Shows
Continued High Industry Optimism
The ACEC Research Institute released this week the results of its Q3 2023 Engineering Business
Sentiment Study. The Report showed continued high optimism for the industry across most
market sectors, namely Roads and Bridges and Water/Wastewater. It also showed much-
improved optimism for the U.S. economy as a whole.
 
The results were unveiled in a Future of Engineering Roundtable hosted by Institute Executive
Director Daphne Bryant, ACEC Director of Private Markets and Economics Thomas Grogan,
and Senior Research Consultant Joe Bates, who conducted the Study. Bates pointed to the
overall robust health of the A/E industry, showing a graph charting almost universal YOY
increases in revenue. “We’re seeing really, really healthy growth. Ever since we took a little
dip during the pandemic, it’s been all roses since then. We continue to hit new highs in terms
of overall A/E revenue,” he said. Read More | Get the study

Update on R&D Amortization and FLSA

ACEC thanks its members who have been working with us to build support for the bipartisan
legislation to repeal the R&D amortization requirement (H.R. 2673/S. 866). Those efforts are
bearing fruit as there are six new cosponsors of H.R. 2673, with around 20 Republicans on the
wait list until additional Democrats sign on. It’s often the case that congressional staff wait to
have these discussions until their boss returns to Washington, so we will continue pushing and
hope to see the cosponsor lists grow in September when Congress reconvenes.
 
We are also working with the House Ways and Means Committee to build support for
moving its economic package — which includes the provision delaying the R&D amortization
requirement until 2026 — to the House floor as soon as possible. Floor time will be limited in
September due to the end of the federal government’s fiscal year and the threat of a
government shutdown, but we are pushing for the economic package to be a
priority. Read More

Transportation for Illinois Coalition
Announces Legislative Site Tours

TFIC, ACEC and several of our partner organizations have
scheduled the below site tours. If you, someone from your
organization or one of your members is interested in
attending the tours and has not already done so, please
email Rachel at rachel@filson-gordon.com. As more tours are
scheduled we will send additional updates. 
September 13th
Touring I-270 bridge reconstruction in the Metro-East area
Time: 9 am 
Senator Harriss, Representative Elik, and Representative
Schmidt 
September 21st
Touring the Springfield Rail Improvements Project
Time: 11 am 

Senator Doris Turner, Senator McClure (invited), Senator Sally Turner (invited), Representative

https://files.constantcontact.com/464f776d401/823cf4be-62ba-47d5-940d-4ce7d5719bf9.docx
https://files.constantcontact.com/464f776d401/b967ef1b-63b5-469b-890c-6e9abc4ad017.docx
https://emails.acec.org/e3t/Ctc/UB+113/d2qjhy04/VX6dZS2NKNjcW7h-_f-1mF6KgW5l3Nw352Fv7JN7Mjfyx3qgyTW8wLKSR6lZ3lnW7PDjcJ39JJSsW8hF1y_86F2QdW4Dlwbp52p7bbW3v8Cc21Q4rC_W1Ty2bF5jNS9-VJscpl78f6CMW4xm9jf51Y3l4W9fMhjs3pYxqTW6xssNC5hx2k6W6NKJj41rZYCnW3hjNsD4VNJtTW5-JKj53rYjnDW5bnb_n7VQHrrW25NK7N92zHsRVvh8LP4v4R08W2_5nxl4wrbsZW63YK0V6KKZgcW7hFfVV8M9NHKW8bc8Ln8K8JNmN5-tyN5M0xMfN935rkrDJ8mzW5HR9Md7KJG54W1pg4Pq73VSYXW4WYPHr4XyDvlW7djyNY60VgYsW8qLzmt73FrRNW83GmYv3fZn8bW5KKsrQ7w8pdQdW2v7T04
https://emails.acec.org/e3t/Ctc/UB+113/d2qjhy04/VX6dZS2NKNjcW7h-_f-1mF6KgW5l3Nw352Fv7JN7MjfxY3qgyTW7lCdLW6lZ3n_V76yY249G_KkW2JW5ZH4jj-JTW7w48np1TphcVN7JWdtVZ2ydqW3vFKJv8-SqhPW67JJ3-2PR2BwW4_Gjtz6gGqYxW4hnZhy5bxdrxW9cGN6s1_FbfvW5cXG4K5v0mmmW7nG64Z2m_dtCW8xwZVc6wGhrpW8vQCjG5v9hgLW8d9Rjg7_l0sYW4BLpQh2rDBWcW4011Y61gT0CmW7Lq31p94qXDjW6B4c3Q58qYkBW7Wvn773T68n3W6q6P351gHkX9W3p5L2l3nVVbrN6ktmlKdyCWLVYWCHX6Dgnm6W3pLtwq2YCqlDf3w0Lxd04
https://emails.acec.org/e3t/Ctc/UB+113/d2qjhy04/VX6dZS2NKNjcW7h-_f-1mF6KgW5l3Nw352Fv7JN7Mjfx25nR32W5BWr2F6lZ3kwF30NrmqzMTPN5zZNWq33dfjW25LpsF6yRrsnW27yfNN4DN3txW4WDYq25r9HZcN1b-cXSjT88MW745tgr7JtYH1W7Zf0NP7gGZjbW1_ZzL92xctG1W67PCS07r2RFwW8-Qxr28vGfm4W7p6TFk8BlTl8W1MNJfg2t6qCkVyx9x64NKzh_Vy0xYr35QhkHW3JFBYL7_0C2nVsTwSx4tss6zN30R0kdn-hzMW3pgyzz6Y2qHyW2cT6Yv5VB2qcW7hNq016w3jjKW2Tm7-x74VnRyVsv5MP1gKfLFW1zkR-S1RDBGqW4ylwfK6481jSW26P5hT6_c15pVDzXY_7qr68dW7XzZYJ5nZcmhW8xkTDV6pw96LW4B_-639m3NrQW9b408D3gVkfHW3ggBqF57wLpMW2_h7YC72cRHzN84KYDPykStxf7Q-WVK04
https://emails.acec.org/e3t/Ctc/UB+113/d2qjhy04/VX6dZS2NKNjcW7h-_f-1mF6KgW5l3Nw352Fv7JN7Mjfyx3qgyTW8wLKSR6lZ3m8W4Vbn2S7sDZ_1W1yqdDK2gQqNnW2vJXW14-DGyBW47tgCD4bt702W6Z7lZ_2TmvJHN1hf85--W5DnW8RR_w24WcG5LW8g3yJZ40fr3MV9lbX334Mq5hW5pYv8H4jMvk0V66Kz13TxV_0T2Y7Z3RBFKMW9jBS8h2t2HW2W76JNTB30qQNpW51JTjW2wjphqW2CQhY_14Yx-fW2Jp4843mcbcTW5NcFBK6cG0lRVlSGyV656sZfW6T6ZRD49WgrcN5XRj256rSxCW4KZwLY35BN41N6y4MksLNp9GW8tLCw_7wPZXHW8c_d0W6Ccy5tW3xWLBN8M73b7W6nRl-X5jpc_ZW3Ty5vD8qbNrrf5rJbyY04
https://emails.acec.org/e3t/Ctc/UB+113/d2qjhy04/VWVQn16kBYz_N1q9HwbRcXzGW1-ywb152Xn9VN2sc1xv5nR32W69t95C6lZ3lWVV6PFr8rHvv8W3zzsms73Hyg5N3xWqN6KNqBVW8_lhnl3SBMFZW2ngJx06s06JJVy9NJF746hB0W8RJqg_8lsVdTW663Mkt18GGdqW4FwLvp8NSv43W2MD86W4jg8MTW1CNkrZ4P_5sbW6XN2xc8v22FJN3H3Nt2GcmtMW6tJZj94pJGdpW6R6wRJ9bpfvLW5Sgzp-1F_zgQW4TQhlX3B-zXZW1H9jdy1YqflQW1dKHYX9kS_phW83Zm__5yPKN9VS21D_4vQc-5W1NSdqS6SMTbBW6PSr6q8lywlhW3ZT-Tx6YJsswW2gC_8_8wyL16W1WpspM7W2lNqW2sxgrn7RJ-5yVj1Nng46r6QGW8vDvWT83xb0xW8zTszp73VKp7W2HVpfB8SRHXRW6PlmlF8HtrMFW79ZR3Z10k1xDW1PK7D-3Sg463N5J3X6kXfWQ-W5XkG8-8m1PqMf4RXZ1604
https://emails.acec.org/e3t/Ctc/UB+113/d2qjhy04/VWVQn16kBYz_N1q9HwbRcXzGW1-ywb152Xn9VN2sc1yH3qgyTW8wLKSR6lZ3pNW7Qnvwl1hyg-TW74_qXL3RnJBzW10jvVZ75CHnHW66QNZw1H_kY8W8Mx46c203VynW23Rb1W2w6Lk3W4t1tSk29HQ86W7135f71xzGWBW2Kb01l3vdcgQW420kd973drXLW4fVMgh8HGqNpM8SYcbrPGywMq7MTcfMCjgW395Wg57dG3g5W5mrtPm4BxlLCW3Vj8Xt4pR2s9W6frF6c6r0W2FW99DCz_8N1D1yW5ypwCk84-HcrW4W9PlW4CYwH5W3Rg49r55k6ZtW4x6NTy7kg9vZW6gfWjK9cPqpFW2Tnb4y5t0Lk7W840J9c4TRCL_VjdHsZ4Z8qZBW7K9ls62scrs7N4b_dWRcrMgkf53KHFH04
mailto:rachel@filson-gordon.com?subject=Site Tours


Coffey (invited), Representative Scherer (invited), Representative Rosenthal (invited)
September 25th
Touring construction site in Mascoutah, Illinois 
Time: 9 am 
Senator Belt and Representative Hoffman 
Congresswoman Budzinski (invited)
September 29th
Presentation and visit at the Warbird Heritage Foundation Hangar
Time: 11:30 am 
Congressman Brad Schneider (invited)
Senator Edly-Allen (invited)
Representative Faver Dias (invited)
Senator Johnson (invited)
Representative Mayfield (invited)
Representative Didech (invited)
Senator McConchie
Senator Morrison (invited) 
Representative Carroll (invited)
Representative Morgan 
Senator DeWitte 
Rep Huynh's Chief of Staff 
If you are interested in attending or would like more information, please connect with Rachel
at rachel@filson-gordon.com

IDOT Seeks Nominations for Transportation Planner of the Year Award

IDOT is seeking nominations for the Transportation Planner of the Year Award. This inaugural
IDOT award recognizes an Illinois public-agency individual who has made outstanding
contributions to the field of transportation planning. Nominations are due by September 17th,
2023 and can be made online at this link: 2023 IDOT Transportation Planner of the Year
An award selection committee consisting of IDOT Bureau of Planning staff will review
submissions. Award finalists will be notified prior to the 38th Annual Fall Planning Conference,
October 2-4, 2023. The award recipient will be formally announced and presented during the
closing remarks of the event.

Questions regarding this award can be directed to Janel Veile (Janel.Veile@illinois.gov) or
Brandon Geber (Brandon.Geber@illinois.gov).

Thanks,
Kevin Artl
President and CEO
American Council of Engineering Companies of Illinois

"Engineering Works" Podcast

Today we talk to Laura McGovern, Illinois
State Mathcounts Chair and ACEC-IL

board member about the importance of
math, nurturing young talent, and how it

plays a role in the success of the industry.

LISTEN HERE

mailto:rachel@filson-gordon.com?subject=Site Tours
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSebxDTJTlcPsLNCceSm1IkaEAcHenMW5F9v9ItweGSZNFXeRw/viewform
mailto:Janel.Veile@illinois.gov
mailto:Brandon.Geber@illinois.gov
https://shows.acast.com/engineering-works


Register Here

Register Here

https://cvent.me/mL8Xe9
https://acecil.webex.com/weblink/register/r8e9c9c4448168c32c98dc455bf8b91f9


Register Here

Register Here

https://cvent.me/zEdy8z
https://cvent.me/vNbQlx


Register Here

Register Here

https://acecil.webex.com/weblink/register/r92267f059847980483fe199b35110b8a


bethany@acecil.org

Congratulations to ACEC Illinois Board Member Laura
McGovern for being recognized by Crain's Chicago

Business as a STEM Leader in Illinois.

mailto:bethany@acecil.org
https://www.linkedin.com/company/crain's-chicago-business?trk=organization_guest_main-feed-card-text


emily@acecil.org

UPCOMING COMMITTEE MEETINGS
 

Click Here: Committee Meeting Schedule (acecil.org)

mailto:emily@acecil.org
https://www.acecil.org/Committees/committee-meeting-schedule/


Please contact Emily Martinez, Director of Membership,
for committee meeting details: emily@acecil.org

What does your business do?
Valmont® is a leader in creating sustainable and smart infrastructure solutions to
better illuminate, connect and protect people and places. From lighting and
transportation to wireless connectivity and bridges, everything we do integrates
innovative technology and is built to last.  
Sustainable infrastructure is the foundation of tomorrow’s better world. we
reimagine what is possible by innovating through technology. We create a more
reliable, resilient and renewable energy network from generation to end user.
We utilize the latest technologies and manufacturing techniques to make both
rural and urban communities safer, enabling and connecting them for the future. We
make life better for the people and communities we serve.
Learn more at valmontstructures.com. 

What is a benefit of doing business with you?
With an uncommon combination of global resources and local expertise, Valmont
Structures is a recognized leader in designing and producing engineered
infrastructure for the lighting, transportation and wireless communications
industries worldwide. The brands and products Valmont Structures offers are
often custom-engineered to meet the specific needs of an individual customer or
installation site. 
We manufacture products in 21 facilities spread across six continents, and we do
business in over 100 different countries.
Valmont has been in business for 77 years with our founding in 1946 in Valley, NE.

Why are you a part of ACEC-IL?

mailto:emily@acecil.org
http://www.valmontstructures.com/


Valmont Industries manufactures a wide variety of civil infrastructure products
including steel and aluminum streetlighting, traffic signal and truss sign
structures, smart city and EV Charging poles and U-BEAM Galvanized Steel Press
Brake Formed Tub Girders for bridges. Press Brake Formed Tub Girders are an
AASHTO Innovation Focus Technology and were recently featured in an AASHTO
Webinar. We work with municipalities and private design firms to find the best
product for their applications. Our goal in being a part of ACEC IL is to continue
to communicate the benefits of this new technology to the civil engineering
industry and facilitate its implementation in Illinois and beyond.

What is your business’s motto?
We improve life by creating vital infrastructure and advancing agricultural
productivity with a commitment to conserving resources. Our motto
is " ​Conserving Resources. Improving Life.®“

CONTRIBUTE HERE

https://ai360.aristotle.com/AI360FormBuilder/Form.aspx?dbid=25409d4d-8407-46e9-8295-7413f019c807&page_id=1481


​ENGINEERING
ENTERPRISES, INC.

PROMOTES THREE WITHIN
THE FIRM

Engineering Enterprises, Inc. (EEI), a leading civil engineering firm, is proud to announce the
promotion of three of our valued employees to new positions within the company.

Mike Agate  was promoted to Senior Technician in our CAD Group. Mike has been with the
company for just over a year, he has already excelled in every assignment that has been given to
him in this short timeframe thanks to his 15 years of expertise.

Ali Ghassemi, PhD, PE , was promoted to Senior Project Engineer I and has obtained his
Professional Engineer (PE) license in the State of Wisconsin. Ali has been with the company for
four years and is a member of our Environmental Group, working on a variety of water and
wastewater projects.

Kamelia Afshinnia, PhD, PE, was promoted to Senior Project Engineer I and obtained her
Professional Engineer (PE) license in the State of Wisconsin. Kamelia has been with the company
for three years and has been a tremendous asset on numerous water and wastewater projects in
our Municipal Group.

We are confident that these employees will excel in their new roles and continue to contribute
to the success of our company. Please join us in congratulating them on their well-deserved
promotions.
 

About Engineering Enterprises, Inc.
Engineering Enterprises, Inc. (EEI), founded in 1974, is an award-winning consulting engineering
firm providing services to public agencies and private entities throughout northern Illinois. Over
65 experienced firm members including licensed professional civil engineers, land surveyors, and
support team members provide a full range of services for planning, design, and construction of
infrastructure projects, funding assistance, and municipal consulting. Our core values guide our

staff on every project from initiation through completion keeping us committed to quality,
service, and value for our clients. By offering outstanding service to every client every day we

are able to assist with bettering the communities in which we serve. For additional information
visit our website at www.eeiweb.com.

Illinois Department of Transportation Fall Planning

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fwww.eeiweb.com&c=E,1,UK8MOoka_sRlofsUXmIJyX4QMec3peW7n0g6P2L028SVLV-NkX0EsUGDBR4WzQvi8oe1rv032eMrR8jZV6NKNrmx2IOgi3lzzRsA6gLLv1ITFNA,&typo=1


Join us in Springfield for the Illinois Department of Transportation Fall Planning
Conference: Transportation Planning for a Livable Community! The conference will be held October 2-
4, 2023, at the Crowne Plaza Springfield Convention Center. The three-day event will attract
transportation professionals from around the state. Please join us for this once-a-year opportunity to
learn and network with program administrators, transportation engineers, and planning professionals.
The conference will include breakout session presentations and panels by your peers on the following
topics: transit, rail, freight, aviation, marine and active transportation throughout Illinois with a focus
on addressing underinvestment in disadvantaged communities. This conference provides an
outstanding platform to meet people face-to-face in your field, exchange details and have discussions
on future collaborations. For some after-hours activities, join you peers to explore Lincoln's Home
Town.

Click here to register: https://2023IDOTFallPlanningConference.eventbrite.com

SUBMIT YOUR ANNUAL
PLEDGE TODAY!

Annual Marketing Sponsor

https://2023idotfallplanningconference.eventbrite.com/
https://www.acecil.org/membership/annual-marketing-sponsorship/


The ACEC Research
Institute’s 2023 Q3
Sentiment Survey

LISTEN HERE

https://www.podbean.com/ep/pb-pt4g5-14912b3


Full Magazine
Here

 

Student &
Teacher

Resources

https://www.acec.org/magazine/issue-two-2023/?yokoSso=MzM1NpUT09
https://www.acecil.org/acec-students/


When students dream big about their careers, engineering may not be the first thing
that pops to mind. But maybe it should be. The fact is, there is unlimited opportunity

and variety within the engineering field itself, allowing students to follow their
passions, land that dream job and make a difference in the world. And engineers are in

demand, providing endless options to build their future.
This initiative was launched to help Illinois students see themselves in the engineering

field. It is part of a larger effort by the Illinois Department of Transportation to
educate and hire engineers in the face of a national shortage. From introducing

individual disciplines, to discussing job satisfaction, opportunities and compensation,
this web page is intended as a resource for students and educators to explore all that

is possible with a career in engineering.
Engineering may not be the first job students think of, but a career in the field might

just become a dream come true.

 

HERE

https://www.acecil.org/Resources/photo-galleries/


SUBMIT UPDATES & ARTICLES:
​Please submit firm update & news articles by the 15th of

each month to: bethany@acecil.org
Articles and updates will be included in the membership

newsletter, posted on our website, and shared through our
social media feeds.

Website: www.acecil.org

ACEC-Illinois | 5221 S 6th Street Road, Suite 120, Springfield, IL 62703
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